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MORE 'SEX
Fans eagerly anticipate the
series finale of the HBO show
Page 11

I'LL DRINK TO THAT
Family Guy's DVD sets spark a
renewed interest in the show
Page 13
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Students
accused
of plagiarism

ONE 5TEP CLOSER TO VICI

Papers failed by
a computer program
BY STEVEN ANDREWS

Carleigh Brower/The Mirror

A major victory: Paul Duffy, far right, is cheered by his fans after the announcement that he had received the most votes in Tuesday's FUSA
presidential primary. Duffy faces a final vote against Kevin Neubauer, the incumbent FUSA president.

Duffy, Neubauer survive primary
Neubauer makes final election
by only 27 votes

;

NEWS

ANALYSIS
Duffy is the man to beat;

frosh, sophs are the key to victory

BY STEVEN ANDREWS

BY ETHAN FRY

Paul Duffy '05 and Kevin
Neubauer '05 will face each other
Tuesday in the FUSA Presidential
election after the primary saw a
decisive win by Duffy,while Neubauer edged out Ben Manchak
'05 by less than 30 votes.
"I realize just how many
friends I've made here these
last two years," said Duffy, who
received 501 votes. "I went into
this hoping the best man would
win and I look forward to a
great conclusion to the election
on Tuesday."
Neubauer, the incumbent
president who earned 268 votes,
is prepared for a difficult week
of campaigning to win the presidency again.
"I have a tough week ahead
of me, but I'm thankful for all

NEUBAUER

the people who have helped me
so far," he said.
Manchak, who received
241 votes, seemed shocked at
how close the race was.
SEE "DUFFY" ON P.

4

If the election for next year's
FUSA president is anything like
the upcoming U.S. presidential
election, George Bush should
start sweating.
Incumbent Kevin Neubauer
'05 barely squeaked through
Tuesday's primary, trailing
the big winner of the primary,
Paul Duffy '05, who received
501 votes, almost doubling
Neubauer's 26,8.
Outsider candidates Rory
Butterly '05 and Frank Arrigo
'05 got only 15 and 13 votes, respectively, but Ben Manchak '05
nabbed an impressive 241 votes,
falling just short of Neubauer's
tally.
For sure, Duffy is now the
man to beat, and Neubauer has

a lot of catching up to do if he's
going to beat him.
"Paul ran a great campaign
and is running a good campaign,"
Neubauer said. "It's gratifying to
make it this far. Obviously, I have
a lot of work to do between now
and next Tuesday."
One of the reasons Neubauer
is behind by such a margin is the
seemingly overwhelming support
of Duffy by the freshman and
sophomore classes, traditionally
the classes that vote in the largest
numbers.
A few reasons might explain
this. First, Duffy is a resident assistant in Jogues, allowing him to
tap directly into the daily lives of
most students living there and in
the quad pretty easily.
SEE "NADER" ON P.
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Imagine being charged with
plagiarism by a computer program
and failing the course, then having the teacher refuse to read the
paper in question over in person
to make sure the computer made
no mistake.
That is just
what four students are claiming happened
in Dr. Curtis
Naser's Global
Healthcare
Policy class last
semester.
NASER
Naser told
The Mirror that
he would like to
tell his side of the story, but now
is not the right time.
"Since the case is still under
investigation, it would not be appropriate to talk about it," he said.
"But once it is all over, I would be
glad to speak."
A parent of one of the students
involved, who asked not to be identified, is upset about the situation,
and added that the administration
has not helped much.
"Naser used a computer program to grade his papers which ignores citations that students make if
they quote them a certain way," said
the parent. "He's trying to make a
point about there not being a written writing standard at Fairfield and
used these kids as an example."
After complaining, the students had a meeting with Naser
and Dr. Timothy Law Snyder,
dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences.
"The administration didn't
investigate at all," the parent said.
"Naser told the students during the
meeting that he could have failed
them for just the paper, but he decided to fail them for the course to
make his point."
SEE "NASER" ON P.
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Broken machines cause frustration for students at RecPlex
BY CAITLIN CALLAGHAN

Long waits. Huge crowds. Limited
space. Broken machines.
These are some of the things students
might face at the RecPlex workout room
this winter.
Five out of eight treadmills and one
elliptical machine are out of service, and
students are becoming increasingly frustrated at the long lines to use the few working machines.
"It is very difficult finding a time
throughout the day to get to the gym, and
when I finally get there, it is frustrating to
know that only three treadmills are working.
I like to know that when I get to the gym,
that I do not have to wait thirty minutes for
a machine," said Anne Kahl '06
Director of the Department of Recreation Phil Palumbo said he received many
complaints regarding the limited space and
overcrowding at the RecPlex even before
the treadmills and other machines broke.
Palumbo also said students are partially
to blame.
"Despite a sign asking people to wipe
their feet before using the treadmills or any

Robyn Atkachunas/The Mirror

Damaged goods: Broken gym equipment leaves frustrated students nowhere to work
out.
other machine, it was not done. It only takes
a few grains of sand to cause extensive damage," Palumbo said.
In addition to damage caused by sand,
there has been more wear and tear on the
machines due to additional usage, according

to Palumbo.
"There has also been a tremendous
increase in gym usage this year. We are
about 20 percent ahead of the 2002-2003
year," he said.
"I haven't even gone to the gym for a
week, because I know that all the treadmills
are broken and that all the other machines

aren't going to available," said Michelle
Kolind '06.
"It is just very inconvenient for everyone, especially for students who only have
a limited time in their day to exercise,"
Kolind added.
Palumbo said that the machines that
are now broken were purchased new this
summer. He has ordered the new parts and
is waiting for them to be sent.
"I am on the phone every day with both
the manufacturer and our service contractor
to speed the process. I cannot give a timeline
for repair to be completed. The university
has been extremely supportive financially
to the department of recreation," Palumbo
said.
Some students feel that the workout
room is too tiny and has too few machines.
"We have so many people who are
at the gym that they should increase the
amount of machines so there isn't such a
wait. There is enough room for more machines," Kolind said.
Kolind's wish might be granted, because a long-range RecPlex expansion plan
is in the works. The department of recreation
was unwilling to say more regarding the expansion at this time.
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Ring in the news: cell phones in class are largely "annoying"
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

Nick Colello '05 let out a sigh of relief
last Friday when he was "saved by the ring"
of a cell phone after his professor asked a
tricky question in class.
Despite Colello's good fortune, many
professors and students at Fairfield let out
daily sighs of frustration from the growing
cellular disruptions.
"I do find a phone ringing in the classroom to be extremely disruptive," said
Professor Ruth Anne Baumgartner of the
English department. "No one, including
me, seems to be able to ignore it. It breaks
the class's concentration."
Baumgartner said cellular interruptions
bother both professors and students.
"Yeah, sometimes it's funny when a cell
phone rings or Nextel bleeps," said Chris
Martin '07. "But it's also really annoying if
we're in the middle of an important review
or test."
"Cell phones going off are as much
an affront to one's fellow students as to a
professor," said Dr. Jesus Escobar, professor
of art history.
Not only are cell phone rings, beeps and
Nextel 'bleeps' annoying interruptions, they
also can transmit information, enabling students to cheat. Dean of Students Mark Reed
has received multiple suggestions for a policy
to be included in the student handbook.
"To this date, no such policy has been
developed, but I am open to considering the
benefits or drawbacks to it," said Reed.
Academic Vice President Orin Grossman recently talked to other Jesuit colleges
about policies regarding cell phones. Although Fairfield and the other colleges do
not have policies yet, most have expressed
their aggravation.
"I just taught a class last semester, and
we had a discussion in class. All the stu-

Wrong answer: Ringing cell phones in class jingle professors' nerves.
dents understood that it was rude to have
the phone on," said Grossman. "I would like
to think that if a professor brings it up with
the class, that most would agree it is rude
to leave them on."
Many professors have taken matters
into their own hands, and have already
created personal polices and rules against
cell phones.
For example, Professor Javier Campos
of the modern language department has a
rule in his syllabus that says, "Please do not
use cell phones and turn off your cell, if you
have one, in classes because it disturbs our
class and other students as well."
Reed is also up front with his students
about cell phones in the classroom. He
thinks that it is more a commonsense or
courtesy issue than one of policy.
"For me, cell phones ringing in class
are disruptions to the learning environment,
and I set an expectation that it not happen,"
said Reed.
History Professor William Abbott has
noticed that students often interrupt his class
when they leave and do not come back for

ToW the line:

several minutes.
"A number of my colleagues have
expressed annoyance at this increased
coming and going because it is disruptive,"
said Abbott.
Although he isn't sure whether students
answer their cell phone Vibrations or they
do in fact need to use the restrooms, he's
ready to make a rule that prohibits leaving
the classroom altogether.
Baumgartner hasn't set a cell phone
policy in her classroom yet, but last semester so many cell phones rang that she thinks
she might have no choice. If she does, she
will ask students to turn the ringers off and
not to have conversations in class.
"So far I've used the let's-all-stare-atso-and-so approach, admittedly not a very
mature response, but kind of fun," said
Baumgartner.
Many professors think this technique
is the most successful in getting students to
turn their cell phones off, because nothing
seems worse to a college student than being
embarrassed.
"I find that if I simply stop lecturing

Security to begin cracking down on chronic violators

BY CASEY AMMERMAN

It's a Tuesday afternoon and you just
had the worst day of classes. YoifSan't wait
to hop into your car, turn the music up and
go home.
You walk out to the parking lot, but
to your surprise, you car is nowhere to be
seen.
The explanation? Your car was towed
along with many other cars over the past few
weeks. If you don't want this to happen to
you, it is important to follow school policy,
according to security.
Associate Director of Security Frank
Ficko said, "All in all I would say that the
parking situation on campus is manageable."
Ficko added that problem parking areas
are different every year.
"The problem this year seems to be in
the village area," said Ficko, "whereas last
year that wasn't the case."
Students interviewed by The Mirror
said that parking is a frustrating problem on
campus this year, especially in the village.
"If they are going to start towing
chronic offenders, then they should have
somewhere remotely close to the village

and everyone else turns to look, the student
gets the point and the phone never goes off
again," said Escobar.
One student professed to the potential
power of the practice.
"I never have my cell phone on because
it's horrible to have everyone looking at you
when 'O Solo Mio' goes off," laughed Beth
Casciano '06.
Even if Fairfield develops an official
policy in the future, banning cell phones
doesn't seem likely.
Baumgartner hesitates to make her students turn off their cell phones completely
because she has had distracted students in
her classroom who thought their families
might be trying to reach them in the midst
of a family emergency.
"What guides all these behavioral policies,
after all, is the intention that the class activity not
be disturbed, not that the individual student be constrained in a particular way," said Baumgartner.
Grossman felt the same way when he
taught a class where a student requested permission to keep his cell phone on because a
close relative was undergoing surgery.
"Of course that seemed reasonable to
me," said Grossman.
Even though professors at Fairfield
may permit cell phone calls under special
circumstances, students must remember
someday they will leave college and have
a job, where they must always be careful
and respectful.
"I understand that the new technology
changes the way we live, but surely, if you
are in a meeting in your future job with
your boss, you will not use your phone to
talk to your mom, boyfriend, girlfriend or
your grandmother to tell them when you are
coming home," said Campos. "Maybe, your
future boss would tell you - like the popular
TV program 'The Apprentice' - 'You are
fired.'"

for those people to park at," said Mike
Barry '05, who lives in Claver.
"Security maintains that there would
be no parking problems if everyone parked
where they are supposed to," said Sue Keane
'04, a resident of the apartments.
"Well," she continued, "that should apply for staff too. I used to come back from
my internship and not have anyway to park
in the Kostka/Claver lot, but I would see
professors and library staff parking there.
Everyone pays the same amount for their
sticker, the faculty sticker should not be a
magic park-where-you-want sticker, they
should have the same rules we do, and if
we can't park in their lots, they shouldn't
be allowed to park in ours."
Keith Shaffer '05, who lives in the

townhouses, said parking is also a problem
there. "It sucks," he said.
"You can never find any spots around
the townhouses anytime past 8 p.m. unless
you're lucky, and no one wants to walk from
Dolan," Shaffer said.
As indicated in the Traffic and Vehicle
Registration brochure issued to everyone
upon registering their vehicles, the university reserves the right to remove any vehicle
that creates a hazard to life and property on
campus.
This includes if it is parked in the fire
lanes, within 10 feet of a fire hydrant, tow
away zones, handicapped spaces, service vehicle spaces and reserved spaces. Security
will not contact the owner/operator before
towing the car, and there are no exceptions

to this policy.
Throughout the academic year Security also maintains a list of chronic traffic
offenders who accumulate five or more
violations.
Vehicles which receive five violations
will be subject to modified parking regulations. Additional violations will result in a
$50 surcharge in addition to the regularly
published fines.
Furthermore, anytime the vehicle is
found parked illegally, which includes parking in a lot not assigned to that vehicle, it
will be towed. Payment of tickets does not
remove offenders from the tow list.
All towing of vehicles is done at the
expense of the owner/operator and the recovery of the vehicle is the responsibility of
the owner/operator. This usually costs about
$250 on top of the university fine. The university does not assume responsibility for
alleged or actual damage resulting from a
vehicle being towed.
According to Ficko, the security department does not enjoy towing vehicles.
Unfortunately, he said, this enforcement
effort is necessary in managing the parking
needs of the campus community.
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"Nader factor" may have hurt Manchak
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

But Duffy's campaign style is another reason
for his large margin of victory Tuesday. After the
primary, Duffy described his campaign up to this
point—how he has knocked on every single door on
campus to talk with students, sometimes not even
about FUSA.
"I sat with one kid for 40 minutes," Duffy said.
"We didn't even talk just about FUSA. He was a
transfer student, I just wanted to see what he had
to say, see how things are here compared to other
schools. It was great."
Duffy's advantage in Jogues and Regis is also
notable because now Neubauer must fight against
one of the principle factors that helped him win the
FUSA presidency last year. That is, one of the key
elements of Neubauer's victory was his overwhelming support among freshmen and sophomores. It
appears that this year the tables have been turned
in Duffy's favor.
Voter turnout in this year's primary raised some
eyebrows, too. 1,038 students voted total, a vast
increase from just over 700 votes in last year's primary. In fact, more students voted in this year's primary than in the final FUSA presidential election last
year. Perhaps this points to the most encouraging
fact about this year's FUSA election: more students
are getting involved, and in any democratic system,
more voices in the mix is always encouraging.
It also seems a "Nader" factor might have
played a role in this year's presidential election.
The presidential campaigns of Butterly and Arrigo
seemed to be exercises in futility at times, with Butterly refusing to formulate or explicate a platform
during the course of the campaign, and Arrigo not
even showing up for the debates.
Here is where the Nader factor comes in.

MIRROR

Duffy, Neubauer advance
CONTINUED FROM P.

Carleigh Brower/The Mirror

So close: Manchak missed moving on to the final
elections by 27 votes. Had Butterly and Arrigo
not run in the primary, it could have changed the
outcome.
Combined, Butterly and Arrigo received 28 votes.
If those 28 votes had gone to Manchak, the most
notable "outsider" candidate, he would have beaten
Neubauer and made it to the final election.
"It's a time for reassessment," Neubauer said
after learning the results of the primary.
He's right. In any election where an incumbent
is running, the election is largely a referendum on the
administration of that incumbent. Duffy slammed
Neubauer by 233 votes Tuesday night, and Manchak
was almost able to squeak into second place.
Neubauer told The Mirror he would try to have
"more one on one conversations with students" between the primary and the election. At this point,
"more" better mean at least 234 one on one conversations he'll have in the next few days. If not,
he'll have to find out something else to do next year
besides being FUSA president.

"I think there was an obvious
lack of knowledge by the student
body on some of the issues," Manchak said. "If people voted on the
platforms and not name recognition, the results would have been
different."
Two other candidates, Rory
Butterly ',05 and Frank Arrigo '05,
got 15 and 13 votes respectively.
Butterly did not seem surprised
with number of votes he received.
"Actually, I've been sitting here
trying to figure it out myself and I'm
not sure how I got as many votes as I
did," said Butterly. "I didn't expect
a big total, but this sort of took a
hammer to my feelings."
Arrigo thinks he received so
few because he did not appear at
the debate last week.
"I honestly feel if I had been
at the debate with the rest of them,
I could have beaten everyone," he
said.
Neubauer is in a unique
position, since he was the first
sophomore to become FUSA
president and is able to run for a
second term. However, he faces a
strong challenge from Duffy who
got nearly twice as many votes in
the primary.
"Being an RA for the past two
years, I've met a lot of great people
at this school," Duffy said. "I want

CAMPUS CRIME BEAT

Wednesday. February 11
8:38 a.m. - A student refused to surrender his / her ID. The student was referred to judicial.
Thursday February 12
4:57 p.m. - A hit and run was reported at the townhouses.
9:14 p.m. - Fake IDs were confiscated from a student trying to get into the
Levee.
Friday, February 13
12:01 a.m. - A hit and run by the gym was reported. This is under investigation.
7:34 p.m. - Vandalism was reported on Regis West door.
Saturday, February 14
11:36 p.m. - A theft of a projector was reported on Loyola second floor. Anyone
with information is requested to contact security.
Sunday, February 15
12:45 p.m. - There was a narcotics violation. The students were referred to
Judicial.
Monday, February 16
7:12 p.m. - Vandalism was reported at Kostka. A window was broken.

CORRECTIONS
In a story last week on Fr. Kelley's retirement, Fr. Jeffrey Von Arx, SJ.'s name was
incorrect.
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Ethan Fry at x6529.

to thank everyone who came out
to vote for me and hope they do it
again next week."
Neubauer is prepared to try to
get people to change their minds.
"Since we have stricter posting rules this year, I think the best
way to grab more votes is just to
talk to a lot of people and shake a
lot of hands," he said.
Manchak is putting his support behind Duffy, which leaves
the possibility his running mates
Brett Ritterbeck '05 and Amy
Gasiorowski '05 will likewise be
supported by Duffy.
"I've run this race since the
beginning by myself because I
wanted it to be known I would
work with anyone if I were
elected," Duffy said. "However,
I don't know right now if I'll put
my support with anyone running
for other positions."
Traditionally, the outgoing
president helps train the newly
elected one after the election to
ease the transition process. If
Duffy wins, he hopes there is no
problem learning from the man he
may depose.
"I think we can respect each
other like we have during the
campaign and work together,"
Duffy said. "The most important
thing to remember that this whole
thing is, above all, for FUSA and
the students."

SIFIEDS

CASEY AMMERMAN
Tuesday, February 10
11:20 a.m. - Four people were trapped inside the Barone Campus Center elevator. They were rescued and unharmed.
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*** ACT NOW. Book 11 people, get 12th
trip free. Visit the official website for
spring break '04. The best deals to the
hottest destinations. Group discounts for
6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com or
800-838-8202.
Local WESTPORT/Fairfield based
seeks a PART-TIME OFFICE
ASSISTANT to perform office support
work for this office TECHNICAL
SEARCH FIRM. PART-TIME,
FLEXIBLE HOURS. POSITION IS
OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS. Course
Credit as an internship can be earned!
Freshmen, Sophomores and Juniors
are encouraged to apply. Contact Tim
at 203-222-2222x6 or tim@chaves.com
RUBB Natural Bath & Beauty seeks
part-time sales associates for all shifts in
Westport. Call David at 203-273-5995 or
e-mail us at info@rubbnatural.com.

MOVIE EXTRA'S /
MODELS NEEDED
Local & Statewide Productions
No Exp. Req'd, All Looks & Ages
Minor & Major Roles Avail.
EARN UP TO $300 / DAY
1-800-818-7520

Sports Teams
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with
a proven CampusFundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event. Our free programs
make fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the program! It works. Contact
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or
visit www.campusfundraiser.com
Spring Break - Nassau/Paradise Island,
Cancun, Jamaica and Acapulco from
$489.Air, Hotel, Transfers, Parties and
More! Organize small group- earn FREE
TRIPS plus commissions! Call 1-800GET-SUN-1
USASPRINGBREAK.com
Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco, Jamaica &
more! Don't be fooled! Go with quality &
experience!
28 years in business
Largest Student Tour Operator
(Division of USA Student Travel)
Call 1-877-460-6077
Now hiring Campus Reps
Earn 2 Free Trips for 15 Travelers & $$
Join Americas #1 Student Tour Operator
Jamaica, Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco and Florida.

Sell Trips at Fairfield... Earn Cosh and Go Free!
Call for group discounts.

TRAVEL
SERVICES

1-800-648-4849 / www.ststravel.com

Place a classified ad for as low as $15 for 20 words!
Call Josh or Keith at (203) 256-6594 for more information.
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www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Townhouse policy to remain unchanged

BY BRIAN LYNCH

For many Fairfield students, their
junior year is an exciting time for new
housing.
Those used to dorms eagerly await the
chance to move on to the apartments, take
up residence at the beach, or move to the
townhouses.
In recent years, there had been talk
of possibly moving down to four or six
people to a townhouse. Originally, this
was the number of students living in the
houses.
A smaller group of housemates would
allow for smaller groups of friends to share
more space. But according to Fran Koerting,
director of residence life and housing, it will
stay affrve arid seven people per townhouse
for next year.
The reason for the houses remaining
with an additional student is because it's
beneficial, said Koerting.
Because the Housing department had
made the switch to five and seven person
townhouses from the original four and six
occupant limit, they had considered changing it back at some point.
"We hate having to turn juniors
away, since they are always so eager to get
in the townhouses," Koerting said, "and
with the five and seven limits, we can get
more juniors into that housing, instead of

GIVE US A
CALL
254-4081

having to turn them away to Kostka and
Claver."
"[For the underclassmen] Fairfield
embraces a class-style of living. It's very
good for the freshman and sophomores,
getting them used to living in a community
and planning events around the community,
but we feel that, for junior and senior year,
it's a natural shift [to the townhouses],"
said Gary Stephenson, director of housing
operations.
Koerting hopes that, as in past years,
next year's townhouse residents will be a
good crop.
"In the townhouses, there are usually no problems at all, unlike the triples
in the dorms," said Koerting. "Most people pick the people they're living with, and
it's more convenient for those residents,
since the costs associated with the townhouses are split several ways, and ends up
being cheaper for those residents, along
with the increased freedom and living
space."
Generally, 200-250 juniors each year
are forced to live in Kostka and Claver.
With the large graduating classmore of
the current sophomores have a good chance
at getting their taste of townhouse living.
Stephenson remarked, "From what
we've heard, the experience of semi-independent living definitely outweighed the
extra bed."

19,2004 5

Five and seven person

houses will retur/next year

Robyn Atkachunas/The Mirror

Three's company: Allie Schick '05 and Erin Teeling '05 cram in some studying in their
already too crowded five person townhouse.
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Naser accused of not following school procedures
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

As of Tuesday, the students were
waiting on the results from a meeting
with Academic Vice President Dr. Orin
Grossman.
One of the students accused, who asked
not to be named, felt the meeting would help
move along the process.
"Dr. Grossman has done a great job so
far," the student said. "He's willing to listen
to both sides of the issue and is looking out
for the best interest of the student."
Though Grossman has yet to issue his
final ruling, he has already overruled one of
Naser's decisions.
"The grades were changed by Dr.
Grossman from failing to incomplete," the
student said.
In addition to his grading, those involved feel the case was not handled the way
it should have been by the administration,
denying the students the right to meet with
Snyder and Naser at the same time.
"Students are always welcome to meet
with me or other deans with or without their
parents present," Snyder said. "In many
cases, we are legally barred, for privacy
reasons, from discussing academic matters with parents. In plagiarism cases and
for that matter virtually all cases involving
students and their work, we do not invite
the parents to meetings. The meetings are
about the students, their actions, or their
work."

The parents in this case disagree.
"I have dealt with Father [Aloysius
P.] Kelley several times by email and gotten nowhere, now they're just trying to
blow us right off," the parent said. "This
has been dragging on since the middle of
December."
According to the students, Naser said
there is no clear record of a writing standard
at Fairfield and is using them to make an
example.
They insist they followed a
plagiarism guideline which the library
posts on its Web site which states, "A
student who attempts (even if clumsily) to
identify and credit his or her source, but
who misuses a specific citation format or
incorrectly uses quotation marks or other
forms of identifying material taken from
other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead,
such a student should be considered to
have failed to cite and document sources
appropriately."
The plagiarism charge is not the only
reason the parents want to meet with the
administration regarding Naser.
"In addition to the trouble with this paper, Naser also does not follow the studentathlete release forms," the parent said.
Fairfield's Journal of Record states,
"A student participating in a university
sponsored event has the right to be excused
without penalty or grade jeopardy from exams, student presentations, attendance and
other classroom events during that time,

provided the student makes up the required
work in the fashion mutually agreed upon
by the professor and the student."
"Naser did not allow some students in
the class to make up quizzes they missed on
game days," said the parent.
The administration said release forms
should be honored.
"I can say that, as a rule, we expect

professors to honor the rules set forth in
our Journal of Record," said Snyder. "The
policy has requirements that students and
faculty each have to follow."
Both the students and parents involved
hope the matter can be resolved soon.
"It's a mess," the parent said. "The
school doesn't understand that they just
can't do what they've done."
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Housing to lend a hand to transfer students
BY JAKE PIERSON

Transfer students have had it
tough in the Fairfield University
housing lottery.
However, the residence life
and housing department is looking to change that.
"In the past, transfers that arrived in January did not receive a
housing lottery number," said Gary
Stephenson, director of housing
operations.
Lottery numbers have always
been generated in November for
every full-time undergraduate.
Those numbers are then given to
rising juniors and seniors so they
can participate in the off-campus
boarder lottery that takes place that
same month.
Transfers who came in
September for the fall semester
received a lottery number, but
transfers that arrived in January
did not receive a number.
Without a number, they are
forced to "ghost" in the housing
selection. This means the transfer
student will enter the lottery with a
group of other students with numbers and will not have a number of
their own.

"Transfer students that arrive
in January are allowed to 'ghost'
into the lottery with a full time
undergrad," said Stephenson.
"We've never had two transfer
students enter the housing lottery
together."
Stephenson would like to see
this system changed.
"Rising sophomores don't
receive their numbers until April.
I'm asking the programmers [of
the computerized lottery system]
to do the numbers again for the
rising sophomores," said Stephenson.
The numbers would be reshuffled to include the transfers
into the freshman class.
The number for the rising
sophomores would then be given
to them in April, with the January
transfers included in the lottery
numbers.
If this works and is possible,
next year Stephenson would like
to take it a step further.
"I'd like to break the rising
sophomores from the rising juniors
and seniors and just get the numbers in the spring semester. Since
we don't give out rising sophomore numbers until April, we can

just generate those numbers in the
spring," said Stephenson.
Rising junior and senior transfer students that arrived in January
would not be helped by this plan.
They would still be forced to
"ghost" into the housing lottery.
However, the number of
transfer students who arrive
in January is usually very low.
This year, there were around 15
transfers that arrived in the spring
semester.
That number is slightly lower
than most years but not by much,
according to Stephenson.
Students don't really see much
need for changes.
"If only 15 people are being
affected, then I don't really see the
need. But if there is a perceived
problem at least they are making an effort to correct it. But it
would seem to me that there are
many more important issues to
address at this school," said Mike
Barry '05.
Transfer students will still
have challenges to overcome when
they arrive at Fairfield. But if the
plans of the housing department go
through, the housing lottery will
not be one of them.
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Raffle to benefit womenfs B-ball
BY BEN DOODY

If you want to play on the same
course as greats like Tiger Woods
and teen sensation Michelle Wei,
all it takes is some cash, and the
willingness to gamble a little.
Students and other basketball
fans may purchase raffle tickets for
$100 for the chance to win a trip
to Pebble Beach, Calif.
Included in the price are
greens fees for two at the world
famous Pebble Beach Golf Club,
all to benefit the Fairfield Women's
basketball team.
Those who are gambling
golfers might be happier with the
second prize—three days and two
nights at the Bellagio Hotel, in Las
Vegas with greens fees for two at
Shadow Creek Country Club.
As far as basketball is concerned, the third prize might be the
best. It's a trip for two to New Orleans for the Women's Final Four.
You might not be watching the
Lady Stags, but Assistant Coach
Paige Sauer's alma mater—the
University of Connecticut—is a
probable participant, and a likely
champion.
The grand prize winner will

get to play the same course that the
PGA stars play, but he or she won't
see Tiger and company teeing off.
Not true for the fourth prize winner, who will be in the gallery at
the 2004 U.S. Open, June 17-20 in
Southampton, N.Y.
The fifth prize is a relatively
modest appointment to hit the links
with three friends and a member
of the Women's basketball coaching staff.
Three hundred tickets will
be sold in total. Tickets may be
purchased either through the
women's basketball office, or by
contacting Vic D'Ascenzo at the
Lyons Lademan Athletic Fund,
who is sponsoring the event. The
winner will be drawn at halftime
of Sunday's Fairfield-Iona game at
the Arena at Harbor Yard.
"You have pretty good chances, and it allows our kids to go a lot
of places, like Hawaii (for a Christmas tournament at the University
of Hawaii)" said Sauer, who has
handled most of the arrangements.
"You don't usually get a raffle with
such high quality prizes."
D'Ascenzo said in an e-mail
last Saturday that over 200 tickets
had already been sold.
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University still weighing pros, cons of changing course load
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

Wouldn't it be great to have four classes
instead of five every semester, and still acquire enough credits to graduate?
With the proposed "4/4" course load,
students would take four, four-credit courses
instead of five, three-credit courses. Core
requirements would be reduced from 20
courses to 16 and students would need 32
courses to graduate instead of 40.
Fairfield is considering this plan because it would allow more in depth studies
for students. Many faculty members feel the
current curriculum ranges for students are
too broad, preventing studies from going
into enough depth.
Because of how much this plan would
change Fairfield's method of educating, the
university doesn't know when the change
would occur.
"The entire university has to weigh
in first. Then, if we elect to continue this,
we will want to do it only with appropriate
caution and care. No timeline exists for this
anywhere," said Dr. Timothy Law Snyder,
dean of the college of arts and sciences.
"Discussions are beginning now, but nobody has any formal time table," he added.
The potential changes will be complicated, according to faculty.
"The issue is pretty complex because
it has implications for the core, majors, and
faculty/student ratios. So we've begun exploring it, but I doubt that a concrete propos-

al would be brought forward before
The basis of the liberal arts
next year," said Professor Susan Raeducation is that students take a
kowitz, chair of the undergraduate
number of diverse classes.
curriculum committee.
"No matter what we do, we
The UCC has set up a subcomwill want to preserve our broad
mittee that is asking faculty memliberal arts education. There are...
bers of other schools with the "4/4"
many ways one might do this," said
course load for advice on how to
Snyder.
SNYDER
construct a new curriculum.
Currently, the core consists
"There are many very good
of 20 classes but Fairfield cannot
schools with a '4/4' course load
keep the core as it is with a '4/4'
for students. But of course, it isn't
course load.
simply a matter of lopping off
"Obviously core would be
eight courses. Everything needs
affected; but also the number
to be looked at carefully," said
of courses required for a major
Academic Vice President Dr. Orin
would probably need examination
Grossman.
and material now taught over four
The higher credit classes will
courses would be rearranged to be
be more extensive in order to cover GROSSMAN taught over three courses," said
more ground. However, the goal is
Grossman.
not to increase or decrease class time, acHow this change might affect students'
cording to Snyder.
majors may be problematic, especially with
Faculty and students will be able to fo- science majors striving for certifications
cus more on their specific courses yet there that require a certain number of classes
will be less breadth of topics in semesters and labs.
for students.
"With my major I would prefer less
"So, the big pieces, from a largest van- classes, but I think it would be unfair to
tage point, relate to depth versus breadth," people like them [chemistry majors]," said
said Snyder.
biology major Eddie Papa '06.
"We would never compromise any of
Some students would miss the breadth
our certifications or accreditations," said
of courses the core currently contains.
"I don't think it's a good idea, because Snyder. "One concern, is for majors like
I feel like I would be cheated out of a lot of chemistry, where the traditional number
knowledge in both my core, major, and elec- of courses is quite high. That will have to
be thought through with care, consultation
tive classes," said Margo Smith '06.
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AND WELLNESS
CHEMISTRY
RELIGIOUS STUDIES

with other universities who have gone to
this format, or some sort of appropriate
exemption."
Fairfield is not far enough along in
the process to decide whether the students'
choices of electives will change.
Even though the faculty would be
teaching fewer classes, the number of professors and their pay would not be affected
by the new arrangement. The number of
adjuncts could be reduced.
"I hope tuition will stay the same or
decrease since we'd be taking less classes.
I'd be happy if it changed to four classes
because that means less books, and books
cost money," said Gregg Surrette '06.
The proposed course load wouldn't directly affect the cost of tuition at Fairfield.
Snyder explained that the university
would still have the same number of students to educate for the same number of
years, and that the administration is proposing this system to educate well.
"The cost of tuition almost always goes
up," Snyder said.
Students may have a voice in the decision.
"I hope that the process admits student
voices, if and when it goes forward in a
substantial way," said Snyder. "Our formal
university committee structure does not
generally have student 'slots', but for
something like this, we may have broader
reach."
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Was it as good for you as it was for me??
BY BRYNNE FORMATO

According to HBO, "sex this
good can't last forever."
Using the "always leave them
wanting more" mentality as a form
of justification, "Sex and the City"
is ending its six year run despite an
enormous fan base.
Carrie Bradshaw, Samantha
Jones, Miranda Hobbes and Charlotte York have been trendsetters
and companions for millions of
people since they first graced our
television sets in 1998.
Now the four women will
no longer be present in our living
rooms every Sunday night. Fans
aren't the only ones who are in
mourning. Sarah Jessica Parker,
who plays Carrie, voluntarily
"pulled the plug" on the superpower that is "Sex" last year.
"One day, I woke up and realized that we should quit the show,"
said Parker in an interview with
the New York Post. "I thought we

should walk away while we were
at the top."
The last episode, which airs
on HBO on Sunday at 9 p.m., finds
Carrie in Paris with Russian beau
Aleksandr Petrovsky, while her
three girlfriends are back home in
New York.
"Sex" is not without the
popular love triangle that is used
in so many movies and television
shows. Mr. Big, played by "Law
and Order" alum Chris Noth, the
man who has dominated Carrie's
love life throughout the past six
years, has finally realized what
millions of fans knew years ago:
that he and Carrie belong together.
He will now fly to Paris in an attempt to whisk Carrie away from
Aleksandr.
True "Sex" fans will realize
the irony in this situation. When
Big moved away to Paris in season
two, Carrie believed that there was
no way he would ever settle down
and their relationship ended.

However, to Carrie's dismay,
months later she runs into Big,
who has since proposed to twenty
something Natasha.
It is only proper now that
Big has admitted his feelings for
Carrie; she will leave him to go to
Paris. Will Big and Carrie realize
that they are meant for each other?
Only prayers and watching the series finale will tell.
Meanwhile, back in New
York, Charlotte has resumed
applying for adoption with her
husband Harry Goldenblatt (Evan
Handler). Her dog Elizabeth
Taylor along with her puppies
will keep her company until she
finally receives the baby that she
has wanted for almost the entirety
of "Sex."
Miranda (Cynthia Nixon) is
enjoying life in Brooklyn with her
husband Steve (David Eigenberg),
the bartender turned bar owner,
and their son Brady.
Miranda's story lines have se-

verely diminished since it seems
all has been hunky dory since
she got married and moved. The
most dramatic thing happening to
Miranda in the past few weeks
has been watching Samantha's
homemade sex tape on the Internet. Besides that, it seems as if it
will be smooth sailing for Miranda
and company.
Even Samantha (Kim Cattrail), who survived her scare with
breast cancer and menopause inducing chemotherapy, has settled
in with boyfriend Smith Jerrod
(Jason Lewis).
It seems as if everything is
boiling down to who Carrie will
choose, Aleksandr or Big. This
shouldn't come as a surprise,
after all, Carrie has been the narrator and focal point since "Sex"
started.
Many college students around
the country have been mesmerized with everything "Sex," also,
because it seems like their favor-

ite show is going to be put to bed
forever, and many are expressing
disappointment.
"I love it and will definitely
miss it," said Jess Dubuss '05. "I
love the blatant honesty of it."
"'Sex and the City' is my
favorite show since 'Beverly
Hills, 90210,'" said Jenn Porkka
'05. "I feel like it is ending way
too soon.
"I have made four new best
friends, and in one week I feel
that I will lose them forever," said
David Nath, a junior at Catholic
University in Washington D.C. "It
is the end of an era, and for that I
am sad."
Now that only one episode of
"Sex" remains, there is always the
hope of a reunion, or a television
special, or even a feature film.
When it comes to speculating
about the uncertain future of "Sex"
beyond the last episode, Parker
sums it up in one sentence: "I've
learned never to say never."

What to do (and what not to do) to have good "Sex in the City"
Throughout the past six years, "Sex
and the City" has been teaching men
and women valuable life lessons—and
you only thought you were being entertained! Here is how "City" can help you
through tlife's tough situations.

Obsessing over an ex?
DON T go to your friends for heavy
duty advice. According to Samantha,
"We are just as [screwed] up as you
are. It's like the blind leading the
blind."

Need to calm down because you
feel your date is too hot for you?
DON'T get so drunk like Miranda
that your date leaves you the number
for Alcoholics Anonymous.

Can't stop eating sweets? (e.g.
Miranda and chocolate cake)
DO pour liquid soap on it when •
throwing it in the garbage just doesn't
seem to work.

Guys, you need to find a way to
break up with your girlfriend?
DON'T do it on a post-it note, that
approach is NOT appreciated.
Want to bounce back after a
failed relationship?
DON'T smoke weed in the streets
(there will be cops harassing).
Want to look fresh for a party?
DON'T get a chemical peel; you

might look TOO fresh.
Whether you are in the city or
country, here or there, or somewhere
in between,
DO make best friends that you will
have for life.
Being a model for the day and
perform a face plant on the runway?
DO pull a Carrie: laugh about it,
and strut your stuff.
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Luck of the Irish for Black 47
Black(ed Out) 47

BY NICHOLAS CARUSO

BY KEITH WHAMOND

I think the greatest compliment I could
write about the Black 47 concert this past
week at The Levee is that I can barely remember any of it.
Few here at Fairfield can remember a
more successful program ever held on this
campus, let alone at the oft-forgotten Levee,
than the now famous Black 47 concert.
The oddly decorated walls of the Levee
were smeared with humanity, with people
standing on tables, chairs, and at times amplifiers trying desperately to catch a glimpse
of the band.
Since The Levee was offering the fantastic deal of $1 "drafts" (draft, in this case,
meaning somewhere between a pint and a
Dixie cup), I decided to start the night off
early at 8 p.m.
An hour later, I was $10 in the hole,
and the crowd began to thicken. Members of
the band socialized with the crowd, making
charming remarks about the school, its students, and their upcoming gig. Most of these
comments are not printable in this family
newspaper.
Feeling suddenly proud of my Irish roots,
which my extended family has caused me to
usually be ashamed of, I made the bold switch
from the safety of the dollar drafts to the more
fitting $2.50 Guinness drafts.
The band took the stage somewhere
around 9:30 p.m., and the packed crowed
exploded. I have to admit I had never heard
a Black 47 song before this night, but I like
to think that I faked being a fan pretty well.
The faking of being a fan would not last long,
however, because I soon became a genuine i
one. The band oozed charisma.
From there the night grows only hazier, j
I very clearly remember hearing the greatest !
cover of Dylan's "Like a Rolling Stone" ever
performed, along with a mind-blowing rendition of Bob Marley's "Three Little Birds". I
also remember being thoroughly impressed.
Something about the night just clicked:
the good music, the happy fans and, for once, a
relaxed atmosphere at an on-campus event.
Fairfield security was at the concert in
spades, but did a wonderful job of carefully
walking the line of remaining completely in
control and still allowing the kids to have a
good time. Everyone affiliated with this night
should be commended, and should also start
booking more events like this one.

Incubus str;
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Rock out: Irish band Black 47 plays to a packed Levee last Thursday evening during a concert sponsored by the Irish Society.

Celtic sound pleases Levee crowd
BY TEIG LYNSTER

The volume was high and the Levee
was far from dry Thursday night as the
New York band Black 47 played two hours
of their energetic Celtic-infused music to a
packed house.
Black 47, no strangers to bar crowds, hit
the stage at 9:30 p.m. to the screams and enthusiasm of students and non-students alike.
Masses of underclassmen cluttered the
area around the band's gear, while the more
reserved finesse of those over 21 ruled at the
bar.
After running through two barnstorming
songs, lead singer Larry Kirwan asked the
crowd in a thick Irish brogue if anyone knew
how to step dance.
When a few brave souls replied, the band
rolled into a thick pipe-fueled jam. The dancers didn't hesitate to fulfill their duties,.dancing in front of the band as the crowd swelled
and cheered.
Students at the concert were blown away
by the band. "I've got some of their records at
home and I'm a big fan," said Mark Montaruli

'07. "For live music, it doesn't get much better than this."
"Tonight was my first Black 47 experience," said Melissa Nowicki '05. "This has
been a really amazing show. I wish they'd
play here next week, too!"
Matt Dinnan, associate dean of students,
was working the door the whole night and he
predicts that around 400 people attended the
concert throughout the course of the night.
Bill Bordak, a graduate assistant who
was working the bar area, says the concert
went off without any major incidents of bad
behavior.
The band is made up of several Irish
immigrants who have made their home in
New York City after moving to the U.S:
Proclaimed "The House Band of New York
City" by many critics, the band mixes rock
and reggae rhythms with the tin whistle and
pipe sound that is embraced by Celtic bands
everywhere.
On any given Friday night in the summer,
you can catch them playing at Connelly's Bar
and Grill in midtown Manhattan, where they
have a long running residency.

Being a fan of Incubus since '99, I've
always been psyched to hear new music from
them. Incubus really stands out when compared to most of today's bands.
If you want a band that stands on its own
and never fails to offer heavy rock guitar riffs
with funky beats dropped in between, Incubus
is for you. However, their fifth album, "A
Crow Left of the Murder," left me yearning
for the yesteryears of Incubus's edgy metal
sound, and questioning their all around ability
to rock out.
On the plus side, the new single (and
controversial video), "Megalomaniac," gives
listeners a taste of the Incubus we've been
missing. A solid rock track with an interesting
political opinion, singefBrandon Boyd truly
shows his vocal ability.
In addition to Boyd's talents, the band
demonstrates what it means to play hard,
The chorus's lyrics are powerful and great to
sing along with. "Megalomaniac" has much
to like, making it the best choice for the leading single.
After a few listens, some songs rise
above others. The title song, "A.Crow Left
of the Murder," is one of them. Guitarist
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Welcome t<
BY BILL MCBAIN

"The Family Guy" is one of the wittiest shows out there. It is a cartoon about a
dysfunctional, yet lovable family. Although
the show was cancelled after three turbulent
seasons on FOX, it is the most popular show
on Cartoon Network's "Adult Swim" and has
sold millions of DVDs.
"The Family guy" was created by Seth
MacFarlane. The main characters are the
Griffins: Peter, Lois, Meg, Chris, Stewie, and
Brian. Peter, the father, is well-intentioned,
but often his impulsiveness and hair-brained
ideas get him into trouble.
Lois is the level-headed mother who successfully holds the family together through
thick and thin. Meg and Chris face typical
teen problems while attending Buddy Cianci
(named after the Fairfield alumnus) junior high
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ays from classic sound in "A Crow Left of the Murder"
Mike Einziger strums a softer line of chords
which join beautifully with Boyd's voice and
ultimately make the song a success. Other
strengths of the album are "Beware! Criminal"
and "Sick Sad Little World," two of the faster
tracks on the album.
"Beware! Criminal" has a catchy chorus that all ears could easily pick up. A
high pitched guitar solo at the end sounds
reminiscent of "Aqueous Transmission,"
from 200l's "Morning View." "Sick Sad.
Little World" contains a guitar/bass lead like
no other, definitely adding to the album's
overall sound.
Despite these, some of the album's songs
fall short. The second half of the CD loses the
momentum the first half created. "Talk Show
On Mute," "Smile Lines," and "Leech" are
just a few of the songs that seem unfinished,
leaving me to think that Incubus should've
spent a little more time polishing up the last
half of the CD. If the second half of the album
was as gripping as the first, "Crow" would be
a winner all around.
Don't get me wrong, "Crow" is a decent
album. However, fans that steadily follow
the group will not call it one of their best.
I compare every new Incubus CD to 1997's
"S.C.I.E.N.C.E." which is, in my opinion, the

o Quahog!
school.
Stewie
is a baby
who's
dialogue
can only
be heard
by the
audience
and always
is good
for British-accent
spoken
sarcasm.
My
M
favorite
a
time
©ui*
v
character
for eternityI*
is Brian,
the family
dog. Brian is the well-educated sidekick
to Peter who is always there for advice, a
drink, and dry witticisms.
Although I had watched the show on and
off a few years ago it was difficult to continually watch it because FOX changed the time
slot almost every season.
Many people liken the quick lines and
satirical nature of the program to that of the
slightly less edgy "Simpsons." Matthew Ryder '07 loves "the perfect mix of obscenity
and family value that the Griffins provide
in every episode." FOX felt that the show's
content went too far, and that combined with
falling ratings resulted in it being cancelled
about a year ago.
Instead of the show just disappearing
after being cancelled, it has actually gained
popularity. Michael McEvoy '07 declares

best record they have released to date.
With less rock and less sampling from
DJ Kilmore (who seems to not even exist
on "Crow"), Incubus has lost some of their
edge.
However, the music they create is still
generally good, and I'm sure Incubus will
be around for quite some time. In
recommendation, "Crow" isn't a
bad buy; just make sure you own
"S.C.I.E.N.C.E." first.

Disc

DATA

Rating:
Artist:
Incubus
Album:
A Crow Left
of the Murder
Label:
Epic
Contributed photos - photo illustration by Tara Lynch/The Mirror

'Family Guy'
a cult hit at FU

Student Specials

with your Stag Card

"Bring a Friend"
2 for $50.00

E'!ilfell9

Single Session
$30.00

($40 savings off regular rates) I ($10 savings off regular rates)
(By appointment only)
"Seth MacFarlane is a comical genius; it (the
show) keeps me on my feet throughout the
whole half-hour." Millions agree with McEvoy which is why a couple weeks ago FOX
announced that they were wrong to cancel the
show and that it will be revived. Thirty-five
new episodes will be airing next January on
FOX and also on Cartoon Network.
One need not travel further than Jogues to
find daily watchers of this marvelous gem.
Vanessa Roscoe '07 says "I have only
watched a few episodes, but I am excited that
it is coming back to network TV." Johnny Vaccaro adds "It is simply the best show ever.
People compare it to 'The Simpsons,' but even
that does not hold a flame to it." So if you
have not yet experienced this fine program
just tune into Cartoon Network at 11 p.m. or
ask to borrow a DVD from a friend.

Enjoy the customized, UV-free tan that gives you
a gorgeous, natural-looking tan.
NO ORANGE, NO STREAKING, NO ODOR
Located in:

Heatwave Tanning Studio

mm

1871 Black Rock Tpke
(In Shaw's Plaza, next to Soccer Post)

923-6988

us
ery when wet

MARSHALL'S LAW
ALISON MARSHALL

Geek speak:
Nerds are SO in!
I have a new theory that I have
been working on for the past
year. It is still new, so bear with
me as I iron the kinks out.
Are you ready? Here it is:
The popular kids in high school
vaporize into nothingness the first
midnight after graduation.
Sure, some, may, deem this an
impractical or even idiotic suggestion, but stop and think about it for
a moment. How many people have
you met in the age group of 18-22
who declare, "I was so popular in
high school.. .1 mean, I just ruled.
I started on every sports team I
was on, dated the school hottie
and was offered a record contract
at sixteen.. .but of course I got that
scholarship to Harvard, though, so
that was out of the question."
Or "I was so popular in high
school that I could get away with
treating people any way I wanted
and there wasn't a damn thing
anyone could do about it."
Not ringing any bells? Of
course not. Geek is now chic. If
you don't believe that, just look at
the success of "The Matrix" and
"The Lord of the Rings" trilogies.
Geeks find a voice during the
post-high school years and often end
up as success stories. This is not to
say that those who were popular in
high school don't achieve anything
after prom night; but rather, their
stories aren't as remarkable or interesting to the masses.
The version of a war-story at
college is to recount the horrors
and humiliations one was subjected
to in highschool. No one wants to
hear how you were the lead in the
school musical and homecoming
queen in just your freshman year.
People love commiserating about the day that someone
ranked on their sneakers or when
they were stuck in the chorus of
a school play while the school's
darling warbled her way through
a painful song-and-dance.
The fact that many of us survived these high school land mines
only enriched us—to paraphrase
Calvin & Hobbes, being miserable builds character. (Personally,
between middle school and high
school, I gained all the character
I wish to accumulate at this time.)
So some reinvent the past, or
avoid it, because in many ways
it has become irrelevant. There
really is no such thing as popularity in college; it's just a group of
people doing their own thing and
playing Beirut afterward.
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Who decides when we
get a day off from class?

BY KELLY SHEEHAN

Chances are you looked out
your window last time it snowed
and jumped to turn on the Ham
Channel. To your dismay, you
saw classes were not cancelled
and you trudged though the snow
to your dreaded 8 a.m.
"It was so bad! There was
ice and snow all over the roads.
What do those people want for a
cancellation? A blizzard?" asked
Beth Casciano '06.
The decision of whether to
cancel classes comes from many
people in the departments of human resources, security and campus operations. They pass on their
recommendations to Academic
Vice President Orin Grossman,
who has the final say.
Mark Guglielmoni, director
of human resources, contacts
Todd Pelazza, director of security, around 5 a.m. when snowy
conditions develop.
They find out if campus operations will be able to plow and
sand the walkways and roads of
campus in time for classes to start.
They also look on state websites
and contact the state highway department for condition updates.
There is a need for a delay or
cancellation when either campus
operations does not think they
will be able to clean the campus
at the rate of the snowfall, or the
state highway department decides
highways and surrounding roads
of Fairfield are too dangerous to
drive.
"It's a difficult decision to
make, because you can always
second guess yourself on what is
going to happen," said Gugliel-

Elizabeth Cooper/The Mirror

Snow blown: Students trudge through the snow afterra recent
storm. Students would rather stay inside than brave the sidewalks.
moni, who is often on the road
at 6 a.m. trying to determine
conditions.
He said there are always
tough calls, especially when the
snow starts in the morning, instead of overnight. Campus operations often works aroqnd the
clock making decisions. They use
their best judgment, with safety in
mind, to decide whether or not the
campus will be safe enough for
students to walk around.
"Even if classes are cancelled, certain activities always
go on. There is a potential for

someone to get hurt, but we try
to lessen that potential the best
we can. I've been here for three
years and I have never heard of
anyone getting seriously hurt,"
said Guglielmoni.
The cafeteria, library, and
RecPlex always stay open.
Fairfield would never deprive its
students of food, a good workout
or study time—even on a snow
day.
Students angrily wonder
when all neighboring schools are
cancelled why they still have to
brave the cold and snow. Other

schools' decisions do not determine or influence Fairfield's decision, which is made before or at
the same time as other schools,
like Sacred Heart University.
"It's so frustrating when Sacred Heart is cancelled and we're
not. We're so close," said Andrea
McCarthy '06.
But Sacred Heart has more
commuting students than Fairfield
and therefore has to consider how
many people will be traveling the
icy roads to get to their classes.
Most of Fairfield's students live
on campus, so the condition of
the campus is usually the first
concern.
The university also considers
students' safety over the faculty
members', because professors
have the ability to cancel individual classes if they think it is
too dangerous to drive from their
homes.
"I usually get one person
each storm who calls saying we're
idiots," Guglielmoni laughed.
"But I've also gotten calls like,
'Thank God you didn't cancel
class, it was our review class
before the exam.'"
Cleaning up the campus for
these eager students is a hard
process. Student cars often end up
surrounded by mounds of snow,
enclosed for days. Campus Operations never wants to trap cars,
but sometimes they have no other
option because they have to clear
the roads. Students are generally
very cooperative when they are
asked not to park in specific lots or
to move their cars for plowing.
"Part of it is just that we 're in
New England. It's expected," said
Guglielmoni.

FUSA elections: it should be entertainment!
Once again it's time for
FUSA elections. Does
anyone really care who
wins anymore? In past years it
was dramatic and exciting when
election time came around, but
this year the new midget reality
show seems more thrilling.
I watched some of the debate last week, which was pure
torture. I even noticed some of
the candidates's own supporters
dozing off in the audience. I am
sure watching paint drying on a
wall would be more stimulating
for them. So here are some ideas
that I have that can spice up the
race and make students actually
care about the election.
Community service is a great
way to show students you are a

THE REAL DEAL
MIKE THEILE

dedicated candidate. So I would
love to see the candidates perform
a duty that would benefit all of us.
Let's have them clean the dishes
in Barone! I hate going to grab
a plate for my meal and having
to stare at a plate that is dirtier
than some of the food they serve
us. So lets see who can clean the
most plates and capture some
votes while they are at it.
There are rumors that whoever is president is just a puppet
for the administration, which really makes all the decisions. So
to disprove this theory, I feel that
the candidates should have to pull

pranks on some of the people that
work with FUSA. Especially the
ones who like to yell and force
people to resign. Any prank will
do, but an atomic wedgie or a flaming bag of "poop" will always do
the trick.
I appreciate the whole idea
of candidates's supporters driving people around campus to
sway some votes. But I think
these drivers should give rides to
people off campus, especially for
the freshmen. Freshmen can walk
anywhere on campus, but getting
off campus is a little tougher. And
none of them want to take the
death trap a.k.a. the Dattco shuttle.
So give them a ride to get some
food or some beer, and votes will
sure to be swung your way.

A staple of a candidate's campaign is handing out crap. Pens,
pins, candy.. .whatever. This is all
useless material and the students
deserve something more worthwhile. So I want the candidate's
Stagbucks! When I get my food,
they swipe for me, simple. If this
would happen, I would probably
vote for them. No, no probably
not, but it's still not a bad idea.
And finally let's have a debate that we can actually enjoy
watching. And I want a Jerry
Springer theme for this debate.
All the candidates come dressed
as white trash and we'll have them
fight, swear, and yell at each other.
This way we will see who really
wants to be FUSA President, and
at least it's entertaining to us.

www.fairfieldmirror.com

CAMPUS LIFE

FEBRUARY

19, 2004 J5

Head count: does student attendance matter?
BY CARY MAY

Students often enter college with the
idea that the days of roll call are finally over
and in higher education your grade is based
on more concrete requirements, like two or
three exams or papers each semester.
These students might be surprised when
many Fairfield University attendance and
participation policies are introduced in the
beginning of the semester.
Take a look at many syllabi and you will
probably notice the different policies: attendance and participation is often 10 percent
of your final grade, if you miss more than
three classes the final grade will drop and
participation will be counted with a written
record of the amount of times you answer
questions in class.
"If you're missing class and still pulling
off good grades then it shouldn't matter,"
said Dave Muccino '07. "In theory understanding the subject should matter the most
but students need to be encouraged to go
to class."
Another student said he was able to
learn one course's material more effectively
by not going to class.
"If I really don't feel like going to class
then it [the policies] doesn't matter...! had a

Elizabeth Cooper/The Mirror

Class act: Empty chairs are slowly becoming the norm in some classes.

teacher once who really sucked, and I didn't
go and did better learning the stuff on my
own then putting up with the teacher," said
Chris Jangl '05. Other students see the policies as an added bonus designed to help their
grade instead of hurt it.
"It can help students on the fringe of
getting a good grade get knocked up over
the top," said Chris Anastasi '07.
One professor explained his rationale
for the inclusion of class participation in
the final grade.
"We want 100 percent attendance and
100 percent participation," said Dr. Curtis
Naser of the philosophy department. "The
policies are partly there to motivate students

to come to class and can be used for when
a student fails. I have a written record so
when they complain I can say, 'You missed
one-third of the classes.'"
Naser, who uses a 10-percent attendance and participation policy in his classes,
believes because learning is an activity it
is necessary for students to play an active
role. For him the real importance is placed
on the other 90 percent and the attendance
and participation policies are only a small
part of the entire grade.
"Grades, in general, are an abstraction.
They are a numeric value based on a professor's judgment of a student's performance but
they are not the whole story," Naser said.

GMAT

MCAT

SEE "STUDENTS" ON P.
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How will
you score?
LSAT

According to Orin Grossman, academic
vice president, the university has no official
position on this matter.
"A faculty member has the right, within
reason, to construct a set of requirements and
evaluations that he or she considers lead to the
best student learning outcomes," he said.
According to Grossman, "Some faculty
members think that participation and attendance requirements, in addition to helping
the learning process, prepares students for
the real world. In many work situations,
you may be doing a pretty good job, but if
you don't show up for meetings or working
group sessions, you won't get very far."
"In college you're supposed to be responsible for your own grades and your own
life and it makes you feel like you're still in
high school when teachers are counting how
many times you said stuff in class ... if you
don't go to class you will know when you get
your grades," said Deanna DiPaolo '05.
One student was penalized for his unsatisfactory attendance record.
"All my grades were negatively affected
by the policies. Even when I got As on every
assignment I would still get a B at the end of
the semester on the grounds that I had missed

NCLEX

Don't wait for test day to find out!
Take a practice test to find out how
you'll score before test day.
Call Us!

MCAT: February 22nd @12pm in Bannow 253
LSAT: March 9th @6pm in Bannow 256
GMAT: March 10th @6pm in Bannow 334

SERVING: FAIRFIELD, WESTPORT
1580 Post Rd
HAMDEN

255-8823

.288-3800

2545 Whitney Ave

HOOKS
Sun.-Thurs. llam-lam • Fri. &Sat. llam-2am

NCLEX: March 11th @6pm in Bannow 256

Double
Triple

KAPLAN

:, Deep Dish EMra

Test Prep and Admissions
Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners.
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STICKS
Domino's
Breads ticks
Marmara sauce.

X-Large 1-toping pizza, 10
Buffalo Wings. Domino's
Salad, an order of Cheesy
Bread & China Stix & a
2-liter of Coke .

$

19"

Domino's' Salad
Dressing & croutons.

Cheesy Bread
Marinara sauce.

oV
China Slot*
Sweet icing.

Coke*, diet Coke4
and Sprite*
20oz. 3ottles
2-Liter Bottles

Meal Deal

Two large pizzas
with up to
3-toppings each.

1-800-KAP-TEST
kaptest.com/testdrive

Domiao's Pizza
Buffalo Chicken Kickers'
Hot saute is Ranch
dressing for dipping.

BLACK ROCK AREA

Ml

!
$O.C99

26

fxp. 6/1/04 / j \ Deep Dish Extra

Exp.6/]/M,

Order any large
g
1-topping pizza at regular
menu price & get an I
order of New Domino's i
iHIt
Cheesy Dots'" for...

99<

I ;
Exp.i/1/M/

Fairfield special: Purchase a large at regular price, get your choice
of a free order of cheesy bread, Cinna Stix, or Bread Sticks!
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Cancelled classes cause scheduling headaches
BY EILEEN ARNOLD

Cancelled classes at Fairfield are
not frequent occurrences, but when
they happen they create more than a
mess in a student's schedule. They also
create problems for adjunct professors
and problems for smaller academic
programs.
Classes are cancelled when the
minimum of 10 enrolled students is not
met. The number of cancelled classes
varies from semester to semester and it
is the prerogative of the College of Arts
and Sciences to cancel low-enrollment
classes.
"When a class size gets below 10
students, one can be sure that the student
interest in the course is minimal," said
Dr. Timothy Snyder, dean of the College
of Arts and ScietiwW. '
If a class is cancelled, then the effect on the full time faculty is minimal.
They will still receive the same amount
of pay and will often be assigned an introduction class to teach in replacement
of their cancelled class.
For students, however, it is not so
easy to adapt to a cancelled class. Registration and scheduling can be tricky,
regardless, and is complicated by abrupt
changes.
"I tried to take a 300-level religion,
and by the time the registrar let me know
that it was cancelled, it was the middle of
finals week. Nearly all the other classes

were full, and it was a really stressful
time of year to have to deal with redoing
my schedule," said Liz Burns '06.
Snyder said, "We do all possible
to find classes that fit our students's
needs."
Professor Jan-Piet Knijff, a professor in the music department, pointed out
the difficulties of the situation.
"Having their course cancelled at
the last moment would have meant that
all the students enrolled needed to find
an alternative course to 'fill up their
schedule,' which I don't think is so
easy," Knijff said.
Knijff also mentioned that if introductory courses are cancelled due to low
enrollment, like his own Musical Theory
II course, then it creates problems for
the students because it delays them
from taking advanced courses. It also
could jeopardize graduation if a required
course is cancelled the last semester a
student has to take it.
It creates an even bigger problem
for adjunct professors, since full time
professors who have had a class cancelled will possibly get the adjunct's
class.
"We do this [cancel classes] in order to decrease the number of adjunct
faculty we use and to increase contact
between our full-time faculty and our
students," said Snyder. "The more
courses we run with small numbers of
students, the more temporary outside

hires we will have to make."
From an adjunct's perspective this
creates problems.
"Income loss and the possible
need to find other work at short notice
is of course the least problem, but it's
a little inconvenient nonetheless," said
Knijff.
For small academic programs the
threat of cancelled classes is also of
concern.
"The system requiring a minimum
of students for a class to be taught is
reasonable, but in certain cases the
limit needs to be lower than 10," said
Knijff.
These certain cases apply directly
to smaller programs and the classes in
those programs that routinely attract
only a small number of students.
"We hold the rule with some firmness," said Snyder. "Often, we have a
solid argument concerning the value of
a given course, but we cannot get into
a situation in which faculty or students
have to negotiate their way into the
course schedule. So, to keep it fair, we
keep it uniform. We do weaken the rule,
on occasion, for three programs that are
experiencing enrollment concerns that
we hope to fix in the near future."
Snyder did not list the programs
that were exempted, but stated that
the exemptions were temporary with
the hope that they would no longer be
needed in the future.

Thursday night is College Night
2 for 1 5ud and 5ud Light Bottles (5>-1O:50 p.m.)
$5 Bud pitchers from 10:30 p.m. till closing
$2 House shots all night
Tuesday night: Acoustic Night with Raleigh Ezstes of "Hitnotic"
Wednesday night: Open Mic with Tim Sather from "Roamer"
Friday, Saturday and Sunday: Live Bands
Happy Hour M~F J-J p.m.
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Students: assignments,
tests a better indicator
CONTINUED FROM P.
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so many classes or hadn't helped out enough in class,"
said Matthew Smylie '03.
"I don't think the teachers realized that if the class
was worth attending and participating in then students
would do so regardless of a policy," Smylie added.
Smylie graduated Fairfield University at the top
of his class, on the Dean's List, and with a double
major in physics and German. He is currently a
Fulbright Scholar working on the development of a
Junction-Regulated Photoconductor in Germany.
"I understand the rationale behind the policies
but I always got the feeling that maybe they were
designed for some students to help bring along other
students," he said.
Many current students, like Sean Gleason '07,
believe tests and assignments are better indicators
of student's mastery of the subject and using attendance and participation can hurt a lot of students
unnecessarily.
"Some very smart people who understand the
stuff well are affected by distractions that keep them
out of the classroom like early morning classes or
being part of a sports team and can be hurt by these
policies," he said.
For those students who challenge attendance and
participation Grossman said, "You are not in charge
of the course. I would say that in general part of the
learning process is learning how to prepare for life,
not just the course material. You should get used to
the idea that you are not the judge of whether you
are making a satisfactory contribution to the overall
experience."

Beach house
FOR RENT
at Lantern Point
for the 2004-2005 school year
V

2720

FAIRFIELD AVENUE
BLACK ROCK (IN BRIDGEPORT)

333-6278

Call 254-7705
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"Stop VD after V-Day" week
BY LAURA PFEIFER

Valentine's Day is the official beginning of National Condom Week. Yes kiddies, an entire week dedicated to a piece of
rubber that prevents you from becoming a
walking STD or a baby's mamma. While
this school is a Jesuit institution and unfortunately follows the Catholic policy regarding birth control, we at The Mirror decided
to give you some facts on condoms and
ways to score some freebies.

Free Condoms:
www.trojan.com;
The only downside is
that the sample takes six
to eight weeks to be delivered, meaning that you won't
be able to have safe sex until
after Spring Break.
www.freecondoms.com:
Hey, like it says, it's free, but you
have to deal with spam to get it. Still, a little
annoyance for a little nookie is worth it.
www.durex.com: Watch a cute demo
and then watch the fireworks.
www.jollyjohns.com: You get to choose
which condom brand that you want. Just
sign up, and wait for your shipment of free
pleasure. Oh, and read e-mails too. Lots
of 'em.

Fit for a king:
New

for condom

connoisseurs

is the They-Fit condom, offered at
condomania.com. With 55 different sizes,
it's easier than ever to get a condom that fits
properly, decreasing the chance of breakage,
which is the biggest difficulty with condoms
today. Simply download their patented FitKit, cut out the two "rulers," and measure
yourself.

Random condom facts:
• It is estimated that
5,000,000,000 condoms are used
every year worldwide.
• A condom can hold about
4 quarts of milk.
• When young Malcolm
X worked shining shoes at a
Boston dance hall in 1940,
he supplemented his income by selling condoms.

Condom usage:
According to Planned Parenthood, out
of 100 people who use condoms "perfectly,"
only two will become pregnant.
Condoms, when used correctly, will
almost always prevent the spread of HIV.
A study done in 1993 showed that out of 171
women who had sex with men infected with
HIV and used condoms, only two became
infected with HIV. Condoms also reduce
the risk of other sexually transmitted infections, including gonorrhea, syphilis, chlamydia, HPV, herpes, and pelvic inflammatory disease (PID).
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Cheers &Boos
Send In Cheers & Bo<
themirror@stagweb.fairfie
to Hugh and Debbie for being the best
co-workers EVER!...to Nestler for
surviving Sunday's race...to the Sanctuary and the shower...to Klunk for loving China...to the ski and snowboard
team for a fabulous season and making
regionals...to the Ski Team girls for placing 2nd in the league and the boys for
placing 4th...to Malu and her evil
shenanigans...to YOU BOOZE YOU
WIN!.. .to spooning with Juice.. .to the sneak
tip...to grandma's house...to Juice's 21st...to
Duffy representing Saw Creek...to DK winning poker...to Beirut at 101...to Kuddley
& Kissy...to v-cards...to McBain's office
comment...to La and Adam's birthdays...to
La and T-Money dominating Beirut...to
Valentine's dinners in the city...to eating
mangos in Paris with Captain Tony...to
Sangria...to pitchers of Kamikazie's...to
Bird!...to the Kegmaster...to Stalker...to
anti-V-Day parties...to Fox cartoons on
DVD...to the Turkish Twist...to the Gin
Blossoms...to Gin...to "I like sex on the
beach, and not the drink"...to Keithan...to
the Knicks-finally...to the Simpsons movie
in 2006...to The Decemberists...to having
hair when you turn 24, never thought it
would happen...to being able to seeee your
feet, but not being able to feeeel them

y Monday at 5 p.m.!
Mail: BoxAA
to administrators who lose control...to
Chief Justice and his ugly girlfriend...to
dirty showers...to driveways...to fighting
on 95...to annoying campaign flyers...to
good "Sex" ending...to getting laid and not
remembering it...to flashing people at the
townhouses...to dead flowers...to the return
of the cold weather...to rumor queens...to
no juniors at the beach...to food thefts...to
premature breakups...to people who shove
Valentine's Day into your face...to lack of
sleep...to sticky attendance policies...to an
entire month before Spring Break...to too
much snow...to pastel banners in the campus center-we're not a pre-school...to Third
Eye Blind-how's it gonna be?...to a lack of
submissions by readers-you guys suck...to
the Stag being closed over President's Day
weekend...to the keg tap being stolen...to
beer before liquor...to Steinbrenner. you
greedy bastard...to whiny Red Sox fans you wanted him too...to the stingy bidders
at SALSAs Buy-A-Date...to $13 on Friday
the 13th...to roydeez.com still sucking...to
expensive commutes...to too much baseball
talk in February...to Lauryn Hill-where the
hell'd you go?...to Cheers-on DVD...to incriminating chat room convos...to the Osama
worm...to sluts...to not enough nookie...to
the Nader factor...to the O'Reilly Factor...

HE said / SHE said
Eric Walker

Danielle Koziura

Calling for a relationship intervention
most cases a man should be happy
for a friend who's just getting involved
with a new girl. It's a new and exciting
time for your boy until his new girlfriend
turns into Norman Bates and all of the sudden you're not allowed to hang out with a
kid you've known forever.
In this situation, it is necessary to break
up the relationship in order to save your
friend from a life being owned by a member
of the opposite sex. Failure to intervene
immediately can result in a disaster much
similar to one that my group of friends
experienced not too long ago. .
Our buddy—we'll call him "Dude"
for the remainder of the article—was a
real nice kid. However, he was definitely
not a ladies man.
Dude was still holding on to his Vcard during sophomore year when he met
a young lady from his hometown. Shortly
after they met, Dude and his lady consummated their relationship and it was all
downhill from there.
So excited by the fact he was having
sex, Dude failed to realize that his girlfriend
was controlling his everyday life. Over the
remainder of the year we saw less and less
of Dude, as he went home to visit his girl.
Dude has since dropped out of Fairfield University and currently resides in

Florida with his girlfriend and a leash
wrapped snugly around his genitalia.
It's a true story barring the leash part,
and there is a moral to be learned from it.
Don't let your friend end up like Dude.
It's a sad thing to not be able to graduate
with a kid that you've known since freshman year.
Don't get me wrong, I'm not saying
that all girlfriends are bad news, because
they are not. Almost all. women are capable
of making their boyfriends better people.
One fine day I will find my better half
and she will be able to give me a look that
says, "Eric, not a good idea," as I'm about
to chug my fourteenth beer and run through
my office party naked.
It is when your buddy ends up with an
annoying, overbearing, controlling wench
that you must interfere. Get him really
drunk, tell him that you saw her cheat on
him, and then point him in the direction
of the girl who appears to have the lowest
self-esteem at the bar.
If this fails, continue to do whatever
it takes until his poisoned mind finally realizes that there are better fish in the sea.
He'll be mad at first that he's temporary lost
his guaranteed source of ass, but after he
realizes the eternal suffering you've saved
him from, he'll thank you in the long run.

My parents always told me that you
should learn from your mistakes,
but in some cases there are ways
to avoid life-altering blunders—especially
when it comes to your best friends and the
guys that they date.
Now, every one of my friends is entitled to her own taste in men but sometimes
girls can be blinded by who they think is
prince charming; anyone is blinded after
being told how beautiful you are. That
crap only happens in fairy tales and it's
time to step in and be the little mice that
saved Cinderella.
College guys think that anything they
say can lure a girl in and all her friends will
love him as well. No good friend would
ever let her best friend be suckered into a
relationship where she is constantly doing
his laundry or not allowed to go out for a
"ladies night."
When it comes to this point, girls, step
up and do what we do best... interfere in
every aspect of the relationship.
Let me set up a visual... you are at the
Grape and you see your friend talking to the
same guy that whispered to you last year,
"Baby if I was with you, things would be different. I would never look at another girl."
So you and a bunch of your girlfriends
head out on your top secret mission to end

the biggest mistake of your dear friend's
life. Make the usual round and end up standing next to them. Introduce yourselves then
nonchalantly pull her into the bathroom.
Whether or not he has hooked up with
one girl in four years or if he has boffed the
entire female percentage of your class, you
don't want to lose a good friend to a cheap
guy. From the outside looking in, friends
always see the flaws that "love" can mask
so let her know straight up.
And if you don't, know that in two
months she's going to be so upset over his
wandering eye that 15 trips to Starbucks
in one week to analyze the situation will
not help.
It has happened to us all, and why let
your best friend make the same mistake
that you have kicked yourself in the ass
for doing?
Of course, there are those select few
men out there that are worth your friend's
persistent nature. And if he truly makes her
happy—bringing flowers to everyone in the
house when he comes to pick her up—then
take a step back and let it run its course.
Best advice, by this-time in our lives,
most of us have had our handful of guys,
good and bad. Don't interject unless she
asks, it could ruin your chance of being a
bridesmaid at the wedding.
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The Mirror's choice
for FUSA president
With Paul Duffy '05 winning handily in the primary
elections, the race for FUSA president has become
muddled. Incumbent Kevin Neubauer '05, who would
seemingly have the natural advantage against the field
of candidates is faced with a campaign that appears to
have fallen on deaf ears.
The decision facing the student body is by no
means simple. Both remaining candidates have
definite strengths and definite weaknesses. Neubauer
is indeed the incumbent, and with that brings an
experience to the position that Duffy does not have.
He has built relationships with administrators and has
a fundamental understanding of the inner workings of
FUSA. But how has he used these advantages during
his administration?
Duffy's main advantage is a fresh-faced optimism and
what appears to be a genuine commitment to gathering
student input. However, his campaign lacks a degree of
focus, filled with some lofty (but still commendable)
aspirations.
The Mirror met with both candidates immediately
following the primary elections. Neubauer brought up
several good points about his administration, touching
upon topics from his push for the yet-to-be-executed
online professor evaluations to educating students about
their rights. Duffy stressed his commitment to uniting
the four classes of students on campus and combining
programs with local colleges and create a strong Jesuit
identity on campus.
The Mirror firmly believes that the bottom line in
deciding a FUSA president is who will best represent the
students. While no one believes in educating the student
body of their rights more than The Mirror, we are hardpressed to think of an instance previous to this election
where Neubauer did anything to educate students about
their rights. FUSA, as it stands right now, is simply not
an effective champion of student's rights. In addition,
most students we have talked to do not believe that FUSA
currently does an effective job of representing the student
body as a whole.
Neubauer's administration has been far from perfect.
Duffy's commitment to increasing communication—both
within FUSA and outside of it—seems fitting considering
the clear breakdown in communication which brought
about the resignation of three members of Neubauer's
executive board. Reform is needed, and Duffy brings
both the fresh ideas and personality that can make FUSA
a true representative of the student body.
The Mirror believes that Paul Duffy deserves the
opportunity to make Fairfield University better. He
deserves the chance to fix the problems that hamper
FUSA from becoming an even better organization and,
above all, he deserves your vote.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
It's up to students to demand a quality education
To The Editor:
I was delighted to read, in last week's Mirror
editorial, the public admission that at times students
"have all received average or good grades for minimal
effort" and that "we're not going to complain when we
can keep the GPA up without having to sacrifice some
relaxation time." There are some on this campus
who continue to deny these painfully obvious facts
(See Dr. Alan Katz in Academic Council Minutes,
December 1, p. 3).
Unfortunately, the editorial is incorrect in stating
that "students have no control over the grades that
professors give." Student decisions will play a
huge role in whether Fairfield rises to the level of a
Wesleyan or sinks to diploma-mill status. Because its
finances are tuition-driven Fairfield is highly marketoriented: give the students what they want so as to
attract more applicants.
Professors' courses run or don't run depending
on whether enough students sign up for them.
Departments and programs get more faculty lines if
they can show greater numbers of students enrolled.
If students flock to the easy classes and neglect the

tougher ones, easier classes are what they will get as
departments bend to market pressure. If students are
"not going to complain" on evaluations when they get
easy grades but are going to complain that the tougher
professors are unfair by comparison with the easy
ones, fewer and fewer professors are going to take the
merit-pay cuts that such accusations will bring.
If, on the other hand, more students see getting a
C in a challenging course as "more of a success" than
getting an A in an easy one, and if they consequently
have the guts to enroll with the tougher professors,
they will get the higher-quality education for which
they are paying $130,000. In that case, not only will
the students "know when they have been challenged"
but the world outside will know it too, as Fairfield's
public image will conjure up high standards rather
than fun parties.
The choice is yours. Do you want a quality
education?
Sincerely,
William Abbott
Department of History
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Cloning embryos: scientific milestone or moral offense?
COMPILED AND WRITTEN BY EILEEN ARNOLD
Last week South Korean doctors announced that they had successfully cloned a human embryo and had extracted stem cells from it to use in stem cell
research. This scientific breakthrough sparked fierce debate across the world as to the pros, cons and implications of such a feat. Fairfield is the perfect
microcosm for the debate that has ensued, since every point of view (scientific, ethical, moral, political, etc.) can be represented on campus by the faculty.

Pros:

Cons:

The vast medical potential that stem cell
research promises is the strongest argument
for supporting the continued cloning of human
embryos for their stem cells. Stem cells taken
from adults, although less morally questionable,
are less likely to grow outside the body and are
not as versatile as embryonic stem cells.
There is an overwhelming sentiment that
medical scientists have an obligation to research
the possibilities that stem cells hold, since the
scientist's job has always been to find cures for
diseases and prolong lives that would be cut short
due to disease. Stem cells present the greatest
opportunity for medical advancement right now,
so it is the medical researcher's duty to explore
them.
Scientists mean to use these cells to further the
research into several diseases such as Parkinson's,
Alzheimer's and diabetes. They hope that
harvesting stem cells from embryos will allow
them to replace diseased tissue with healthy tissue
in those suffering from such ailments.
Finally, those who support the research into
stem cells emphasize that responsible research,
funded and controlled by the government, would
have a much higher chance of reaping the best
medical benefits from the research and avoiding
the possible disaster of human cloning, to which
the American public is strongly opposed.
Ultimately, some argue that to disregard the
great medical potential stem cell research holds
for saving millions of lives in itself could be
considered wreckless and immoral.

Those who oppose stem cell research and
human cloning do it on the grounds that the stem
cells are the most fragile types of life in our
society and deserve our protection to prevent
them from being used as tools in research.
To those people, the stem cells are not cells
lying in a Petri dish, but potential babies. Killing
them by tearing them apart to be implanted in
other bodies is immoral. Human life, no matter
what form, has an innate value that prevents others
from objectifying it.
The slippery slope argument contests that if
stem cell research and cloning human embryos
to harvest stem cells is allowed, this will lead
to other medical advances that travel further
and further down the moral scale. It raises the
question that if human embryos can be created
for medicinal purposes, why should they not be
created for reproductive purposes? If cloning is
deemed morally sound, then we'll start asking if
it's all right to genetically engineer our children to
have a certain color hair or a certain IQ. The list
goes on, and the breakthrough the South Koreans
made brought the entire world one step closer to
this point.
The results of stem cell research and
cloning have also been shown to be dangerous.
The animals that have been cloned so far suffer
from genetic defects. Stem cells implanted in the
wrong area could cause seizures in patients. It is
altogether too much of a risk, and too much of a
cost to pay in life to consider these options.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK, FACULTY STYLE

What are the issues surrounding stem cell research?
Curt Naser, Philosophy
What will come to the forefront with
the results from the cloning of human
embryos is going to be the possibility
of human genetic engineering.
The country is going to say that
there is a moral problem with the
practice, but it's going to happen
anyway, so the government should
fund and control it.
Glenn Sauer, Biology
There's not universal support
because of the ethical and moral
concerns.
There is tremendous scientific
medical potential for what we can
learn, which is where the support for
stem cell research comes from.

Fr. Paul Carrier, Campus Ministry Chaplin
The rule of thumb is that the
Church is against anything that interferes with the natural process of life
and reproduction.
You don't interfere from the moment of life to the moment of death.
Fr. Frank Hannafey, Religious Studies
Some people who are opposed
to genetic manipulation ask if human
DNA has sacred or religious value.
Many thinkers in religious traditions say the human person is created and loved by God so anything
that puts life at risk must exercise
caution.
In religious terms it comes down
to what the relation is between humans and God and
to what extent humans have a duty and responsibility
of becoming involved with genetics.

-Photos by Meredith Clinton; responses compiled by Eileen Arnold

Liz Hohl, History
The issue is complex and feminists don't have a homogeneous
stance on it, but in the past women's
bodies have been and still are battlefields.
One of the things feminists would
be sensitive to is the history of eugenics- are we going to reach the point
where we're paying more money for
an Ivy League ovum rather than second generation
immigrant ovum?
Don Greenberg, Politics
The debate in America is framed
in morality instead of science because
there is a lot of antipathy and fear in
America towards human cloning.
President Bush's executive order to only use existing stem cells
instead of creating new ones has put
a damper on stem cell research in
America and made it impossible for
us to be in the forefront of this research.
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
SWIMMING AND DIVING
Catch the Stags in action as they travel to
Maryland today to compete in the MAAC
Tournament. The tournament will take place
today through Saturday at Loyola College's
swimming facilities.

ATHLETE
OF THE WEEK
Athlete: Rob Thomson

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Janelle McManus led the women out
of their two-game losing streak as she
scored 16 points in the 80-68 victory over
MAAC rival Niagara on Monday. Candice Linsay added 15 points.

Sport: Men's Basketball
Led the men in their 70-65 win over Niagara Monday. He recorded his seventh
career double-double with 21 points and
13 rebounds. The men overcame a 23point deficit.
www.fairfieldstags.ocsn.com

Men's lax not lacking luster
BY BEN DOODY
We'd all like to think that the number
one reason for Fairfield's national recognition is academics. And we're probably right.
But the second most notable Fairfield asset
might be the men's lacrosse team.
They're the only varsity team that
doesn't play in the MAAC, and that's
beca-ise frankly, they're too good. Good
enough to play in the nationally prominent
Great Western Lacrosse League (GWLL),
which includes teams such as Notre Dame
and Ohio State. And good enough to win the
GWLL in 2002, receiving an automatic bid
to the NCAA Tournament.
Last year was a frustrating time in Fairfield, due to the absence of Ail-American
attacker Tom Werney '04. Werney missed
the season with a knee injury. But he will
be back this year, "in full force" according
to Head Coach Ted Spencer.
Spencer is giddy about Werney's return.
"We have so much more firepower with

him. He has the ability to take over games,
and should be one of the top candidates for
GWLL Player of the Year," he said.
Matt Baglio '04, Chris Manley '06 and
the Bamann brothers, Garrett '04 and Troy
'04, will fill out a stellar attack unit. And
that unit doesn't even include last year's
leading scorer.
That would be midfielder Rory Mc'04. McCarthy is expected to once
again make major contributions to the offensive effort. Last year he was named to
the second team All GWLL squad, along
with being named the Stags' offensive Most
Valuable Player.
"Also watch out for Rick Herlihy '05,
Josh Thornton '05 and Kyle Herman '05 to
score some points," Spencer said.
If Werney and company score relentlessly, they'll owe some credit to preseason
All-American face-off man Peter Vlahakis
'04, whom Spencer calls "one of the best in
the game."
Vlahakis is ranked seventh in the
nation with a 66.3 face-off percentage in

SENIORS - CLASS OF 2004
Check your StagWeb account for an important message!
Here's your opportunity to assess your college experience!
Complete the College Student Report online by March 15.
Questions? Call Phyllis Fitzpatrick @ x2774.

SOPHOMORES - CLASS OF 2006
Check your StagWeb account for an important message!
Here's your opportunity to have your opinions heard!
Complete the Ignatian Residential College report online by
March 15. Questions? Call Phyllis Fitzpatrick @ x2774.

SENIORS - CLASS OF 2004
Check your StagWeb account for an important message!
Here's your opportunity to have your opinions heard!
Complete the College Student Report online by March 15.

2003, and Spencer thinks he has more than
a decent chance to move up in the rankings
this year.
"He wants to be number one in the nation this year, and I think he has an outstanding chance to do so," he said.
The Stags defense is also sure to be
strong and experienced. Nate Bauers '04,
Kevin Finnerty '04 and Keith Griffin '04,
Spencer says, will be "impact players" and
"never step off the field."
While he looks to the three captains
to lead by example, Spencer also has high
hopes for long stick midfielders Devin Shannon '04 and Sean Flynn '05.
So with a potent offense and a rocksolid defense, all signs point to the Stags
keeping the ball away from their own net.
But the net is, according to Spencer, one area
that he isn't sure about right now.
Last year's goaltender, CJ Kemp '03
was recognized as an All-American, and will
be sorely missed. Spencer said, "He was
our biggest loss from last year, and we're
desperately looking for a stopper and a

leader in the cage."
The men he will look to to fill the void
will be Corey Gibbons'05 and Matt Kruger'07, but so far , neither has stepped up
and claimed the starting job.
But that shouldn't prevent students
from eagerly anticipating Saturday's season
opener, a 1 p.m. matinee against Providence
College, which kicks off what could be a
memorable season. This will be the first lacrosse game played on brand new Lessing
Field, which the men's and women's soccer
teams broke in during the fall.
Fans will also get an up-close look
at the nation's best. This year's schedule
features six teams who were ranked in the
top 20 at the end of last season. Brown,
Rutgers, Butler, Yale and defending GWLL
champion Ohio State will all come in to
Fairfield in 2004. But while some other
Fairfield sports have only a prayer of sticking with the nation's best, this team is very,
very different.
"I think our chances of winning the
GWLL are solid," said Spencer.

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Walk this way
BY BRYAN MAHONEY

Most collegiate athletes are recruited
to join their respected teams, but in many
cases a few roster spots remain open to
walk-on players.
These athletes strive to become members of their team, hoping that someday they
may reap the benefits of competing intercollegiatly, don the uniform and hopefully be
given the opportunity to participate if their
performance is deemed worthy.
At Fairfield, a number of athletic teams
encourage students to tryout. Because the
status of each athlete is not always made
public, much of the student body may not be
aware of some of the successful walk-ons.
Men's soccer player Tom Wilczewski
'04, men's cross-country runner Justin Rindos '06, women's lacrosse player Lauren
DeSteno '04 and men's basketball player
Charles Bentley '06 are just a few of the
Fairfield walk-on athletes.
In his senior year, Wilczewski decided
to join the men's soccer squad, becoming a
full-time member of the team for the 2003
season.
Although having played soccer in high
school, Wilczewski waited until this past
season to tryout for Fairfield's team.
"I started practicing with the team
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Non-recruited athletes found
on many Fairfield rosters

spring of last year," said Wilczewski.
tently been the team's No. 2 run"Coach Jim McElroy asked if I had
ner, being selected the Rookie
an interest in playing and invited me
of the Year his freshman year as
back for the fall."
well as captain-elect for the 2004
While Wilczewski may have
season.
seen limited playing time in his only
Women's lacrosse player
season with the team, he admits the
Lauren DeSteno 04 left high
experience was a great one, one that
school believing she would never
he will never forget.
play lacrosse again, having never
BENTLEY
"It was a great experience and I
been guided through the college
couldn't possibly duplicate the Divirecruiting process.
sion I experience," he said.
"No one ever explained the
Rindos, like Wilczewski, has
process to me," said DeSteno.
also had a unique collegiate athletic
"So when I graduated high school
experience, having never stepped
I thought that I would never play
foot onto a cross-country course
again."
prior to his first race as a Stag. RinAlthough she only played
dos played four years of high school
lacrosse for a few years in high
varsity soccer.
school it didn't take long for her
He began running indoor track
to miss the excitement of playing
DESTENO
in his junior year in high school. He
at Fairfield, and soon found herran the 800m and mile events. Deself contacting the team's coach.
spite the fact that Fairfield does not
"I missed it so much that I
have a track program, Rindos thought he contacted the coach and I've been playing
might possess the ability to compete at the ever since," she said.
next level, contacting coach Andrew HarAlthough DeSteno started out playing
rington upon his arrival at school.
only 10 minutes a game during her fresh"There wasn't a track team, so this man year, she has blossomed into one of the
[cross country] was the only option," said team's staple players, playing in the majority
Rindos. "I thought I'd give it a whirl."
of every game.
Since his arrival, Rindos has consisWhile she originally never saw herself
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continuing her athletic career through college, looking back, DeSteno admits the
experience was a great one, and that she
wouldn't have had it any other way.
"I cant imagine going to school and
not playing a sport," she said. "If I didn't
play a sport, the whole college-experience
would have been different. If I had to do it
all over again, I would definitely choose to
play a sport."
For men's basketball head coach Tim
O'Toole, walk-on athletes are always welcome members of the team. Although no
new walk-ons joined the team this season,
Bentley has been on the team for a number of seasons, coming to Fairfield after a
successful career at Harding High School
in which he earned All-FCIAC honorable
mention in three of his four years.
"We traditionally keep one or two walkons a year," said O'Toole.
As for expectations of his walk-on players, O'Toole admits he has certain standards,
as he expects each player to accept a certain
role on the team.
"You have to know what you have to do
when you make the team," he said. "There's
a big difference between the level they are
used to playing and the level you're trying
to get to. Expectations need to be met and
everyone needs to know their role."
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ADVERT
The details:
Ads will be included on a first-come,
first-served basis when space is
available. Only student-run clubs
are eligible. Limit 1/8 page per issue.
If you would like guaranteed space,
you can buy an 1/8 page for a special
on-campus rate of only $25!
The Mirror is the quickest way
to reach the student body!
Call x6594 to place your ad today!
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Recent suspensions nothing new
Men's hoops team has history of violations
BY MIKE THIELE

Along with all the dramatic wins and disheartening
losses throughout the history of Fairfield men's basketball,
there is another theme of this team: suspensions.
In the past four years, Fairfield has had five suspended
players.
Jermaine Clark '01, Dan Galvanoni '01, Jeremy Logan
'03, Deng Gai '05 and most recently Terrence Todd '06 are
all players that have been suspended by the university in
the past four years.
Athletic Director Eugene Doris said he could not
comment on each suspension separately because of legal
issues.
"This is not unusual for a sport with such visibility,"
said Doris. "We have the same problems in other sports,
but it is just not as apparent."
Head Coach Tim O'Toole refused to comment on his
team's ongoing problems with suspensions despite several
requests.
After the comeback win against Niagara on Monday,
where the Stags trailed by 19 points at half time, O'Toole
said that the team will from now on always need someone
to step up.
"Night in and night out we have to kick, scratch and
claw to win," said O'Toole after the victory.
"I think anytime you have a cross section of student
athletes, mistakes will be made," said Doris. "All were

GALVANONI

LOGAN

TODD

different situations and different circumstances. There is
not a pattern with what is happening."
Doris also said he does not feel that the trouble is with
recruiting the wrong type of athlete.
"The breed of player is not the problem," said Doris.
"All of them made individual mistakes, but they all corrected them and graduated on time."
However, the team still manages to regroup and succeed, as proven in the Niagara game as well as last season's
appearance in the MAAC Championship game.
This year the team will have to deal with the suspension
of Todd, who has been one of the Stag's best players and
leaders on the court.
"The loss of Terrence was huge because he's such a
great scorer and player," said captain Rob Thomson '04.
"We just have to rally around each other, stay focused, and
positive for the rest of the season."
Despite being suspended, Thomson said Todd has still

GAI

CLARK

been a huge lift for the team.
"He's always supporting us by coming to the games,"
said Thomson. "We are such a close-knit team and he remains to be a huge part of this team."
Doris said the team has tried to prevent more problems
happening with the team, including seminars with a sports
psychologist.
"We are trying to become more aware with what happens here," said Doris. "The problems and how we and they
handle it is more important. We prefer if they didn't make
the mistake, but it is all part of the learning process."
With the team facing allegations that it violated NCAA
regulations, suspensions are not something the team needs
to deal with.
"Student athletes' mistakes are much more magnified
and basketball is especially visible," said Doris. "I would
be more concerned if the institution wasn't taking action
on these players because they play basketball."
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Last fall, 900 students from 28 colleges and universities were
given a difficult task: determine bow a country's accounting
standards and regulations may have contributed to an alleged
accounting scandal and propose changes to ensure accurate
and complete financial reporting. Their ideas were evaluated
by a panel of PricewaterhouseCoopers professionals, who
named the top team at each campus.
-.
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and the top team from Fairfield University:
William Allison
Michael Brown
Taylor Brown
Brenden Drew
Philip King
Milo Peck, Faculty Advisor
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«S ^004 PricewaterhouseCoopers Ll.fi AH rights reserved. "PfiewatwhouaaCoopsrs" refers to PricewatefhouseCoopers U.P (a Dataware limits*! liability partnership) or, as the context requires, other member firme of
PticcwatwhouseCoopors International Limited, each of which Is a separate and Indspendent legal entity. W» are proud to b« 9i\ Affirmative Action and tqua! Opportunity Employer,
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Under Pressure: Defender Tom Palladino '04 (wearing number 16 in the foreground) helps put some pressure on the New Paltz Hawks. Consistent play led the Stags to a 10-0 rout.

Stags win first playoff game, look to next
BY CHRIS ZEITZ

With a 10-0 rout of the Hawks of SUN Y
New Paltz, Fairfield's hockey players made
the first small step toward a conference
championship.
And what a giant leap it was for the
entire club on Tuesday night.
The Stags - who finished the season
second in the Metropolitan Collegiate Hockey Conference - had their most consistent
game, according to team members.
"We played three solid periods tonight,"
said Palladino.
Palladino credited the strong performance to good puck movement and very
good defensive play, especially by Chris
"The Trigger" Valair '04.
Strong effort by many during the game
was the theme of players' comments.

"[It was the] most consistent game,"
Schnappinger said.
Schnappinger consistently iced the opposition, netting his first shutout for the club
hockey team.
Downplaying his own efforts, Schnappinger credited his defense as the reason for
the shutout. "All defensemen were unbelievable," he said.
Burton Mills '04 said it was a very
fun game to play and he also pointed to
the consistency of the players throughout
the contest.
The game was the "first time we put
three periods together," said Mills.
Nick Stead '04 - who had four points
for the Stags - pointed to strong defense
to explain the lopsided numbers on the
scoreboard.
"They kept on battling, but we played

good defense and that led to scoring opportunities," Stead said.
Mills said the win puts the team in a
"real good position" as they look to Thursday night and a semifinal match-up.
Forward Joe Mclnerney '04. led the
scoring effort, with a hat trick. He said his
team worked well together and he looked
forward to Thursday's game.
The game was well attended and the
players felt the influence of the fans in the
stands.
"The crowd was great ... they were
behind us all the way," Mills said.
A small rink, the Wonderland of Ice
can be turned into an unpleasant venue
with a good crowd making a lot of noise
by banging on the metal benches and plying the more vulgar words of the English
language.

"We had a big crowd ... it was fun to
be out there," Mclnerney said.
Ryan Magner '05 suffered a broken
leg in two places on Sunday, Feb. 8, at an
away game playing CCM. Fortunately he
is successfully recovering from surgery,
according to Schnappinger.
"The entire team is behind him,"
Schnappinger said.
Next up for the Stags is either Albany
or Suffolk. The two teams will be playing
for the right to face Fairfield.
According to the league's website, the
game will be held at 8:30 p.m. at the Wonderland of Ice, but updates may become
available from the university.
The winner of this semifinal contest
will earn the right to play in Sunday's league
conference championship.

Women's crew team rowing toward a worthy cause
BY CHANDANA RAVI

This year, the women's crew team has a different approach to tackling community service.
Along with the Wellness and Prevention Center, the
team has undertaken a mission entitled "One in Nine" in
order to spread breast cancer awareness.
The title holds a double meaning. One in nine women
are affected with the disease, and there are nine people in a
crew boat, consisting of eight rowers and a coxswain.
The project will take place Feb. 29 at 2 p.m. in the
Gonzaga Auditorium, where the acclaimed documentary
"One in Nine" will be shown.
The documentary is by Diane Cotting of the Cotting
Companies, a non-profit business to raise breast cancer
awareness and follows the struggle of nine breast cancer
survivors.
After doctors told Cotting that she was in remission,
she immediately began her rigorous training to be in shape
for the renowned Head of the Charles regatta.
However, as a statement of her struggle, instead of
racing with her teammates, she raced with eight other
women from across the country who were breast cancer
survivors.
The Fairfield women's crew team began this project
by giving the nine women a boat for the race in 2000 be-

cause the women did not have one. The documentary is a
follow-up to the ongoing story of Cotting's struggle with
the disease. Members of the team stress the importance of
attending this event.
"Everyone should come to this because there is a
high probability that any one of us may be affected, either directly or indirectly, by breast cancer," said Maura
O'Connor '04.
The Wellness and Prevention Center supports breast
cancer awareness every year with various programs, but
this year, Coach Andre Albert approached the center to
show the documentary.
"This year a unique opportunity was afforded us with
the "One In Nine" Project," said Jeanne DiMuzio of the Wellness and Prevention Center. "Andre Albert... approached
me with the opportunity to show this film on campus. It's a
win-win situation for educating all students and community
members on the disease of breast cancer."
Members of the team are excited because of its unique
opportunity to spread knowledge of a disease that has a
profound consequence on the lives of so many people, and
how it is possible to overcome it through support.
"This is a unique community service project because
it involves women from all walks of life and demonstrates
through friendship that there is hope," said Christine Opiela
'04.

Race for hope: Crew will lend its support

